Homeless Coalition of Broome County
Runaway/Homeless Youth Committee
Meeting Minutes

June 22, 2006
Members Present:  James Breslin, Maria Colleyacme, Amy DeLouisa, Karen Foley, Bernard Fleming, Mateo Garcia, Pete Guarino, Joyce Kelly, Theresa Kurash, Mike Leahey, Barb Ravas, Beth Saxton, Terri Shields, Steve Somma, Julie Wolfer
Guests: Angeline Blasich and Jennifer Birt – Broome County Correctional Facility

	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION

	Broome County Jail Discharge Process 
	Angeline Blasich and Jennifer Birt from the BC Correctional Facility joined us today in a discussion about the process for discharges at the jail.  They emphasized that all discharge plans begin at admission.  They indicated that they often have youth and young adults with no place to go upon discharge.  The F-Pod at the jail is categorized as the adolescent pod where there are 48 beds available for males aged 16-18 years old.  The committee provided them with many resources and contact information for the services for homeless youth and young adults that are available.  Angeline and Jennifer stated that members of the committee are welcome to come to the jail to provide presentations to the inmates about the resources available once they are discharged.  Unfortunately, they do not have the capacity to do any type of follow-up work with discharge inmates but they did say that it would be helpful if we could provide a follow-up phone call to them when and if discharged inmates show up at our various agencies after being referred.    

	Several members will send resource materials to the jail.    

	Youth Shelter Forum
	Karen suggested that the committee organize some sort of forum to discuss the pros and cons of creating a youth shelter.  It would be by invite-only and we would specifically invite those people who have expressed opposition to the idea.  The committee came to consensus about organizing the forum around October or November since we have a lot going on right now.  
	Nothing at this time.  

	Runaway/Homeless Youth Needs Assessment
	The RHY needs assessment is moving forward.  We have met with our consultant several times and have confirmed that Amy DeLouisa will act as our lead intern on the project as well.  Copies of the “provider” survey and the “youth” survey were distributed to the committee for review and feedback.  We will begin by sending out a letter to all Executive Directors of agencies that we will invite to participate in this process.  We will be asking them to designate a contact person at their agency for this project.  In July, the provider survey will be sent to each contact person and the youth surveys will be sent in August.  We would like the youth surveys to be done over a 2-month period during August and September.  We will be providing self-addressed postage-paid envelopes along with the surveys so that youth can return them confidentially and anonymously.   We are also anticipating conducting focus groups with youth in the future as well.  Karen asked for suggestions for youth groups to be included.  
	Committee members are asked to review the surveys and provide feedback to the Youth Bureau.  
Please provide the Youth Bureau with suggestions for the youth focus groups if you have any.  

	RHY Protocol for Police 
	Julie Wolfer from Probation attended today’s meeting to inform us of some discussion about runaway and homeless youth that recently occurred at a meeting with local juvenile officers.  She indicated that they are not informed about the services that are available for runaway and homeless youth in our community.  She also stated that they are not aware of the federal Runaway and Homeless Youth Act that outlines the rights and protections for runaway and homeless youth.  Karen will be attending the August meeting with local juvenile officers to educate them about what is available in our community.  Julie suggested that it would be helpful to develop some sort of protocol to help guide the police officers when they encounter a young person in need. A guide that is similar to a wallet-card would be ideal so that they could carry them around in their pockets.  

	We will create the protocol at our July meeting.  
Julie will ask one of her colleagues at Probation to join this committee. 

	Committee Chair Elections 
	Karen asked for nominations for a new chair from the committee.  Maria made a motion that Karen continue as the chair of the committee, Steve seconded.  The motion passed by the following votes:  9 yes, 0 opposed, and 1 abstention.  
	

	Next Meeting
	July 20th, 2006 at 11:00 AM at the Youth Bureau
	


