Homeless Coalition of Broome County
Runaway/Homeless Youth Committee
Meeting Minutes

May 25, 2006
Present:  Larry Evans, Laura Fiore, Karen Foley, Bernard Fleming, Mateo Garcia, Pete Guarino, Joyce Kelly, Theresa Kurash, April Nichols, Barb Ravas, Beth Saxton, Steve Somma
	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION

	McKinney-Vento Training De-Briefing 
	The training was held on May 12th and was a success.  Several people made comments afterwards about how much they learned or how happy they were to have their questions answered.  The evaluations were all very positive as well.      


	None at this time.  

	Community Readiness Model Update
	The Youth Bureau is planning to implement the Community Readiness Model to assess our community’s level of awareness, readiness and support of the issue of runaway and homeless youth.  Karen and Beth recently met with Jim Bolas from the Empire State Coalition of Youth & Family Services to discuss the project.  He was very excited about Broome County using this model and stated that we would be the first in NYS to utilize it.  He also had some great suggestions for us to think about.  As a result of that meeting, Beth will be reaching to some local media representatives to hopefully participate in this process.  We anticipate beginning the interview process this coming Fall.  
	Karen will continue to update the committee on the progress of this project.  

	Runaway/Homeless Youth Needs Assessment
	The runaway/homeless youth needs assessment will also be implemented by this Fall as well.  We have identified several individuals from Binghamton University and from within the community who are interested in helping us complete this task.  All agencies serving any runaway or homeless youth under the age of 21 will be contacted for data.  We are also anticipating the use of focus groups throughout the community as well.  
Results of the needs assessment and the Community Readiness Model project will both help to further document the need for additional and/or expanded options for runaway and homeless youth, and specifically an emergency shelter for youth under 18.  
	Karen will continue to update the committee on the progress of this project.  

	Discharge Practices 
	Committee had brief discussion about the specific discharge practices of local hospitals and the jail.  Apparently, some of these institutions are still in the habit of discharging young people without any place to go.  
Larry explained that the jail cannot legally keep someone in jail once their term is done and as a result the jail sometimes has to discharge people to the streets.  It was suggested that we invite the Jail Discharge Planner to a future meeting to discuss this issue and offer suggestions to improve the process.  


	Karen will contact the jail.  

	Youth Anthology Book
	Karen announced a new idea for the committee to possibly begin working on.  The Empire State Coalition created a youth anthology book a few years ago with stories and poems from youth who have interacted with runaway and homeless youth programs across NYS.  Karen suggested that a similar project may be a good fit for this committee.  

Mateo then suggested that another idea would be to try to connect with local schools to try and gather stories from youth who have helped another youth through a difficult time, or with finding shelter, etc.  The committee discussed both ideas and decided that it would be a good idea to first contact someone at a school to get their impression of our idea.  

We could also highlight this project during November which is National Runaway Prevention Month.  
	Karen will contact Cindy Morford at UE to get her impression of our idea.  

	Next Meeting
	June 22nd, 2006 at 11:00 AM at the Youth Bureau
	


