Homeless Coalition of Broome County
Runaway/Homeless Youth Committee
Meeting Minutes

April 27, 2006
Present:  Maria Colleyacme, Amy DeLouisa, Laura Fiore, Karen Foley, Bernard Fleming, Mateo Garcia, April Nichols, Barb Ravas, Steve Somma
	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION

	The Rescue Mission Homeless Intervention Services Team (HIS Team) 


	Mateo Garcia from the Rescue Mission’s Homeless Intervention Services Team joined us today to provide information about the services they can provide to homeless individuals.  They can provide free transportation to homeless individuals.  The VOA has utilized this service frequently.  

There was also brief discussion about the Rescue’s Mission interest in the development of an emergency shelter for youth.  
	Mateo will continue to attend the RHY Committee meetings. 

	McKinney-Vento Training – May 12th 
	The training is set for May 12th at the library.  There are about 65 people registered and someone from almost every school district in Broome County as well as several from other counties.  


	None at this time.  

	Needs Assessment
	The Youth Bureau is still working to develop a needs assessment tool to be used in the near future.  The purpose of the needs assessment is to document the data that we already know is out there.  It will then be used to advocate for the creation of an emergency shelter for youth.     
	Karen will continue to update the committee on the progress of a needs assessment.  

	November Activities for National Runaway Prevention Month


	Karen suggested that the committee start brainstorming about activities for this coming November in recognition of National Runaway Prevention Month again.  Having information tables at the Oakdale Mall is an option again.  

Another idea was to develop a “road show” presentation about runaway and homeless youth issues and take it into the schools and target it towards the youth.  It was also suggested that we develop sensitivity training about runaway and homeless youth issues recognizing that youth are not always treated with the respect they deserve when seeking out services, many times at DSS.  
	We will continue to discuss these ideas at the next meeting. 

	Announcements:
	· Amy announced that within her field placement at the Gang Prevention Program they have developed a Graffiti Abatement Team project.  If anyone is working with youth who need to do some community services work that this could be an appropriate project.  

	Contact Amy DeLouisa if interested.  

	Next Meeting
	May 25, 2006 at 11:00 AM at the Youth Bureau
	


