Homeless Coalition of Broome County
Runaway/Homeless Youth Committee
Meeting Minutes

March 23, 2006
Present:  Maria Colleyacme, Larry Evans, Laura Fiore, Karen Foley, Bernard Fleming, Phill Ginter, Barb Ravas, Beth Saxton, Steve Somma
	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION

	McKinney-Vento Training – May 12th 
	The training is scheduled for May 12th at the library as usual.  Advocates for Children will be the speakers.  Karen distributed a draft of the content for the training brochure and the evaluation to be used the day of the training.  It was decided that the training would only be a ½ day and will put some emphasis on unaccompanied youth issues.  

The Youth Bureau will do the brochure mailing. 
	Karen will send the final content changes to the county graphic artist for finalization of the brochure.  

Bernard offered to update the current list of Homeless Liaisons from surrounding counties to ensure up to date mailing information. 

	Community Readiness Model (CRM)
	Karen reported that the Youth Bureau is moving forward with implementation of the CRM.   The interview process has not begun yet.  
	CRM planning team will meet again once the intern has begun the interviewing process.  

	Needs Assessment
	The Youth Bureau is working with John Sterlacci from the United Way to develop a needs assessment tool to be used in the near future.  John or an intern may be calling some of the providers from this committee to participate.    
	Karen will continue to update the committee on the progress of a needs assessment.  

	Need for Youth Shelter
	Several members initiated a brief discussion about the ongoing need for shelter for youth.  Karen explained that we are continuously encouraged to collect data to support this need and therefore, that is why the Youth Bureau is implementing both the Community Readiness Model and a needs assessment.  The next step will involve seeking out an agency to develop and operate the shelter.  
	We will continue to discuss this need along with updates from the Community Readiness Model and Needs Assessment.  

	Federal Street Outreach Grant Opportunity
	Phill Ginter from Berkshire Farms attended today’s meeting to discuss their interest in applying for federal funds to implement a formalized Street Outreach Program for runaway and homeless youth.   The RHY Committee members present all agreed that it was a good idea.    
	Phill will contact agencies directly for possible linkage agreements.  

	Announcements:
	· Karen announced the McKinney-Vento trainings that NYS Ed. is sponsoring.  The speakers will be the Advocates for Children (the same speakers for our May 12th training)
· Karen announced the upcoming Suicide and Homeless Youth Training sponsored by the Empire State Coalition.  
	 No action needed. 

	Next Meeting
	April 27, 2006 at 11:00 AM at the Youth Bureau
	


