Homeless Coalition of Broome County
Runaway/Homeless Youth Committee
Meeting Minutes

March 23, 2006
Present:  Maria Colleyacme, Larry Evans, Laura Fiore, Karen Foley, Bernard Fleming, Phill Ginter, Barb Ravas, Beth Saxton, Steve Somma
	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION

	McKinney-Vento Training – May 12th 
	The training is scheduled for May 12th at the library as usual.  Advocates for Children will be the speakers.  Karen distributed a draft brochure  
	No action necessary. 

	Community Readiness Model (CRM)
	Karen reported that the Youth Bureau is moving forward with implementation of the CRM. The list of interviewees has been created and letters from Beth have gone out to each potential interviewee.  An intern from BU will then be conducting the interviews with each individual.  Results from the CRM will hopefully help the Youth Bureau and this committee to strategize about what we need to focus our energy on next with regards to runaway and homeless youth. 
	CRM planning team will meet again once the intern has begun the interviewing process.  

	Needs Assessment
	The Youth Bureau recently hosted a meeting of homeless housing providers to discuss youth issues.  The group came to a consensus that there is a need for a needs assessment to be done.  The group also came to a consensus that there is a need in this community for a designated youth shelter for youth under 18.  Steve Somma, Tonya Brown, and Karen and Beth will participate on a needs assessment taskforce to develop it.  We are also hoping to partner with Binghamton University.  
	Karen will continue to update the committee on the progress of a needs assessment.  

	McKinney-Vento
	Advocates for Children is the new NYS ED technical assistance provider/trainer for McKinney Vento.  We will be coordinating another training opportunity about McKinney Vento and school-age homeless children and youth for April or May.  
	Karen will work with Advocates for Children and the library to coordinate a training date. 

	Announcements:
	· Bernard mentioned that he recently spoke with the Binghamton police about a new way to check the youthful offender (YO) status of young males referred to the YMCA with sexual offending history.  An informal agreement between the YMCA and Gayle Hujar at DSS has been created so that the YO status of 17 and 18 year olds can be obtained prior to admission at the YMCA.  
· Maria updated the committee on the capacity of the housing programs at the YWCA since the renovations have started:  Emergency Housing – 11 beds; YWRAP – 5 beds; IILP – 3 beds
	Bernard will keep us updated.  
Karen will speak with Gayle about other programs that house young people as well. 

	Next Meeting
	January 26, 2006 at 11:00 AM at the Youth Bureau
	


