Homeless Coalition Minutes: 05/22/06
Present:  Jim Shevlin; Justin Hoch; James Breslin; Bernard Fleming; Maria Colleyacme; Nancy Johnson; Sarah Smith; Terri Shields; Leanne Spencer; Tim Grippen; Lucy Fleming; Barbara Rick; Cindy Beadle; Lynne Webb; Karen Foley; Beth Saxton; Terry Cole; Steve Somma; Cindy Nord; Mike Warren; Michele Napolitano; Ron Goldberg and Mateo Garcia
1. Call to Order: James Breslin called the meeting to order at 10:00am
2. Introductions/Agency Updates: YWCA-0 beds, YMCA-2 beds, VOA Emergency- 2beds, 1 Family Apt., ACC - full
3. Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting: Minutes were reviewed and approved by unanimous vote.

4. Treasure’s Report: James Breslin reported a balance of $6,003.02
5. Subcommittee Reports:

A. HMIS: Justin Hoch reported the VOA delayed slightly should be live very soon, followed by the YWCA (the forms have already started to be customized). Justin reported that HUD reviewed our HMIS program and noted our HMIS as an exemplary practice for other continuums to model their programs after. Information regarding the Homeless Coalition is being posted on www.Shelter-net.org. Any Questions can be directed to Justin via E-mail jhoch@stny.rr.com.
B. Continuum of Care Committee: Terry Cole reported that the CoC met Thursday 05/04/06. Exhibit 1 has been completed and CoC recommends to that the Coalition approve same. Three member review panel led by Jo Malin reviewed grant renewal applications on May 15, 2006 at the State Office Building. CoC is in need of new members and next Coc meeting is on June 1, 2006 from 1:30 to 3:00 pm
C. Runaway and Homeless Youth Committee: Karen Foley reported that the RHY training on May 12, 2006 at the Broome County Library went very well. Runaway Homeless Youth that attend school and are in family shelters are eligible for the reduced/free lunch program. The next RHY meeting will be Thursday 5/25/06 at 11:00 at the Youth Bureau.
D. Community Awareness Committee: Maria Colleyacme reported that the Women and Homelessness Conference on May 19, 2006 at the Broome County Library was well attended and very successful. Maria has leftover plates, napkins, sugar packets, etc… that are available for future Coalition events. Maria reported that $38.25 was donated by conference participants to the Coalition. Community Awareness is working on event to highlight Coalition’s 10 year anniversary and also is looking for new members. Next meeting is on June 14th at 3:00pm at YMCA.
E. Development Committee: Lynn Webb reported that there will be a Homeless Coalition fundraiser at Sam’s Club in Vestal on July 1st and passed out sign up sheet for volunteers. We will need at least three people manning the table through out the day. Lynn reported that Steve Randall is looking into getting a banner made for the event. Development Committee is also looking for new members as well.
F. Steering Committee: James Breslin reported that the committee had discussed Women & Homelessness Conference and upcoming Sam’s Club fundraiser. Committee discussed Exhibit 1 progress and issues and Steering Committee supports Coc recommendation to approve Exhibit 1. Due to change in date of Coalition meeting David Butler, esq. and Matt Butler esq. were both unavailable to present 501©(3) issues. Hope to have disinterested attorney make presentation at June 21, 2006 Coalition meeting. 
New Business:
EXHIBIT 1: Justin Hoch gave brief overview of Exhibit 1 and then discussion of Exhibit 1 took place. Coalition members agreed it was a good idea that we set as a goal for the Coalition to have a ten year plan to end homelessness in place by next year. Beth Saxton raised questions regarding Chart D, Chart F and how Katrina evacuee numbers were determined. Katrina numbers were provided by Sharon Aswad, Executive Director of our local American Red Cross. The organizations listed in Chart D are organizations that provide services in our continuum but are not necessarily active Coalition members which is consistent with the instructions for that section. Regarding Chart F box B, Beth’s point that the Coc does not do full on site reviews of agencies receiving grant money is well taken. Although members of the Coc do visit those organizations they do not pull the regulations and do a full and complete on site review of their programs. Tim Grippen made motion to approve Exhibit 1. Beth Saxton seconded. Exhibit 1 approved unanimously. 
HOMELESS 16 year old: Karen Foley reported situation of a 16 year old male who was living on the street for about a week and now is being assisted by the Youth Bureau. Youth cannot return home. Karen reported the youth was physically attacked on the street and was taken to Binghamton General Hospital for treatment. Karen raised concern of lack of discharge planning by hospital in that the youth was discharged with no where to go. The youth is currently being housed in a local Endicott hotel. Discussion ensued that a hotel is not the best place for the youth and need possibly for a local shelter for youth. Steve Somma reported 96 youths could have accessed a youth shelter over the past year if we had one. Cindy Nord suggested we look into a multi-county approach to a youth shelter. Jim Shevlin suggested the Rescue Mission look into providing a Youth Shelter since they are looking into opening a shelter and Broome County already has shelters that serve men and women. The youth is need of food, clothing, etc… Please contact Jean Norton at 778-3771 if you can help.
IMPENDING EVICTION OF HOMELESS WOMEN VETERAN AND HER CHILDREN: James Breslin reported that Sheila from the VA requested assistance from the Homeless Coalition at the Women and Homelessness Conference to help a woman veteran and her five children with housing. The Health Department and the VA hospital have already assisted woman get back on her mental health medications. Woman is employed part-time. James has already contacted a couple of landlords and the Vestal American Legion for help.  If you or your organization would like to assist this family, please contact James at 222-1885.
ELECTIONS: Elections of co-chairs of all committees will take place during their respective June 2006 subcommittee meetings. Co-chairs of Homeless Coalition will be elected at June 21, 2006 meeting. If you have an interest in becoming a co-chair please contact the respective chair of the committee your interested in or James Breslin. 
Announcements/Other Issues:

· Bernard Fleming recognized Mike Warren for completing his Master’s in Social Work.
· Special thanks to Maria, Gail, Sarah, Bernard and Karen for all the hard work and effort into making the Women & Homelessness Conference such a success.
· Tim Grippen is putting together at C-3 a conference focusing on youth employment on June 5th at 10:00am. Primary focus will be on developing a marketable skill set for youth i.e. construction. For more information, please contact Tim at OFB 723-6493.
