Gaps Task Group

Summary

Last Meeting 10/26/05

Consensus reached by the group of the following Gaps as a result of information provided by Homeless Providers

Transportation: All housing providers report the following barriers to transportation. 
· Individuals without children and without a job do not qualify for a free Bus Pass

· Individuals who are not currently enrolled in D&A treatment do not qualify for free bus pass (even individuals who do qualify often have a difficult time obtaining these passes)

· Individuals who need to locate permanent housing do not have the means or access to bus fares (this is problematic for several reasons; women with children, looking for apartments that may be in areas that have truncated bus schedules, obtaining necessary households goods and moving them to new apartment)
· Individuals who are currently not receiving Medical Assistance have no way of getting to doctors appointments (besides walking and when you are ill, this is not always possible, especially during inclement weather)

The CoC requested that funds from the Homeless Walk be utilized to begin to meet this need.

Homeless Individuals who have “Burned Bridges”: 

· Sanctioned by DSS

· Put on DNH lists for violence or continually violating substance abuse policies

· Difficulty re-entering treatment (?)
· Access to subsistence needs

Subsistence Needs:
· Emergency needs (e.g. after hours, weekends, individuals sanctioned, lack of transportation)

· The Group decided that Binghamton is services rich to address these needs, how do we identify and compile a “use friendly list” of these services

Underserved Youth:
· Funding has been lost by Berkshire Farms and TTLP

· Berkshire Farms reports that 40 youth went unsheltered: community could use a Designated Youth Shelter

Over 8 + years ago Salvation Army closed its youth shelter; they collaborated with the YWCA to provide this service, which is no longer available. Currently the YMCA and YWCA are providing shelter to youth.
NYS is once again looking at the problems with sheltering youth in adult shelters

The Youth Bureau and Binghamton University are collaborating to do an official needs assessment for Broome County
Awaiting information from the Youth Bureau on the totals from the Runaway and Homeless Youth Forms
Need to Add Turnaway forms:  Obtain from Cindy or Terry

Home Funding:
· Rental assistance for people about to be evicted

· Security Deposit Program

· Utility Assistance 

· Utility Deposit Program

Need for additional Permanent Supportive Housing, Shelter + Care:

· Housing Activity Chart
Emergency Housing 


90

Transitional Housing 

          224




          314
Permanent Housing

          118

Deficit




38%
 NO Freeze Funding:

· 133 nights of service
· 77 unduplicated

